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Firing Lane At Gun Range To Temporarily Close
By JOSH KOVNER | Courant Staff Writer  May 24, 2008 

DURHAM — - The 200-yard firing lane at the Blue Trail Range & Gun Store should remain closed until the range owners can "assure bullets are contained and pose no threat to public safety," a spokesman for the state Department of Environmental Protection said Friday.

"That's our hope and expectation," said Dennis Schain, adding that range owner David Lyman "has been acting in good faith." Bullets from the rifle range are landing in Tri-Mountain State Park in Wallingford and Durham.

The Courant saw evidence of bullet strikes on trees in the park well over 1,000 yards from the range, located on North Branford Road in Wallingford. After closing the park Wednesday, officials reopened it Friday afternoon after Lyman assured the DEP that the 200-yard range would remain closed at least temporarily. The Mattabesset Trail traverses the park.

The 100-yard firing range at Blue Trail will stay open because officials believe that berms and baffles on that firing lane are containing the bullets.

However, Durham homeowner Pasquale "Pat" DiNatale said he is certain that bullets are clearing the berm.

He said vegetation above the berm bears evidence of bullet strikes. He has conveyed this and other concerns to state officials in a stream of e-mails and presented maps to the DEP that proved bullets were, indeed, striking state land.

In the past 11 years, bullets have struck at least 18 homes and properties in the Tri-Mountain Road area of town. The homes are roughly a mile east of the range. In 1999, state police concluded that Blue Trail was the "most likely source" of the bullet strikes at that time. Troopers reopened an investigation after a cluster of recent strikes, and that inquiry is continuing.

Schain said the DEP does not regard the 100-yard range as a threat to hikers at this point. Nonetheless, the agency is posting signs warning hikers not to go down the western side of the ridge toward the range.

He said DEP officials, including environmental conservation police officers, will meet with Lyman and his lawyer, Craig Fishbein, next week to try to work out a solution.

Fishbein said Friday that Lyman is cooperating. "We don't want to see hikers injured," he said.
http://www.courant.com/news/local/mr/durham/hc-durbullets0524.artmay24,0,6495261.story
Gun Club's Bullets Landing On Wallingford Land, Probe Finds
By JOSH KOVNER | Courant Staff Writer May 13, 2008 

DURHAM — - The area where the bulk of the bullets from the Blue Trail Range & Gun Club have landed since the 1940s appears to be on Wallingford property, not state land, state environmental officials said Monday.

State and local officials and police were part of a group that toured the area beyond the Ulbrich Reservoir, opposite the range, last week. After the inspection, state Department of Environmental Protection officials checked land surveys and maps to see whether the bullets were landing in Tri-Mountain State Park, which would have been illegal.

"During our visit, we saw no evidence of shots from the rifle range landing on state property," DEP spokesman Dennis Schain said Monday.

Attorney Craig Fishbein, who represents range owner David Lyman, said Monday that the range deeded the property to the town of Wallingford in the 1940s with the condition that it continue to be allowed to shoot there.
The question of whether the range is the source of the rounds that have struck several homes in the Tri-Mountain Road area of Durham in the past six months remains under investigation by state police. 

In the late 1990s, at least 12 homes and properties were struck by rounds, some multiple times. State police concluded then that the Blue Trail Range was the "most likely" source for most of the rounds.

State troopers reopened the investigation after the recent incidents.

http://www.courant.com/news/local/hc-durrange0513.artmay13,0,230098.story
Wallingford Range May Have To Redirect Gunfire
By JOSH KOVNER | Courant Staff Writer May 10, 2008 
DURHAM — - A Wallingford gun range that may be linked to incidents of bullets hitting houses more than a mile away in Durham would have to alter the direction of gunfire if officials confirm that rounds are landing in Tri-Mountain State Park.

If that happens, it might bode well for the Tri-Mountain Road and Catherine Drive areas of Durham, where at least 18 homes and properties have been hit with bullets in the past 11 years, including three since October.

State police are investigating the source of the bullets. A police inquiry in the late 1990s, conducted after a dozen properties were hit, some multiple times, concluded that the Blue Trail Range & Gun Store was "most likely" the source of those gunfire incidents.

Police have not made a determination in the recent cases.
On Friday morning, elected officials, state troopers and state environmental conservation police officers inspected a bullet-scarred area across the Ulbrich Reservoir from the firing range.

They found a large number of bullets, which was no surprise. David Lyman, the owner of the range, had said at a meeting of neighborhood residents and Durham officials last month that bullets have been landing in that area since the mid-1940s.

The question now is whether the scarred area is state property. If it is, the range will be ordered not to fire into that location anymore, Dwayne Gardner, a spokesman for the Department of Environmental Protection, said later Friday.

He said the agency will check land surveys and maps to determine whether the land is, indeed, in Tri-Mountain State Park.

The Durham neighborhood is on the opposite side of Tri-Mountain and lines up with a notch in the ridge line.

"If the state says 'No, you can't shoot there,' that may help the residents of Durham," said First Selectwoman Laura Francis, who walked the area with state Rep. Raymond Kalinowski, R-Durham, the law officers, and a neighborhood homeowner Friday morning.

She said Trooper Peter DiGioia and others were still checking trajectories, compiling ballistic reports on recovered rounds, and making inquiries at the Blue Trail Range and other private ranges in the area.

An employee at Blue Trail referred questions to Lyman's lawyer, Craig Fishbein, who could not be reached Friday afternoon.

Contact Josh Kovner at jkovner@courant.com.
  

I [Bob Crook] attended a meeting at the Durham Town Hall on Thurs 05/01. The meeting was emotionally charged as expected. No finger was pointed directly at BTR, but suspicion. The main issue was the 200 yd range which has no end berm and the impact area in State(?) forest. Not noted in any of the media reporting were comments made by a few residents of Night shooting at 2-3am sounding like pop,pop,pop. State Police are investigating as they did 10 years ago. Since that time, there have been few reports of errant projectiles after BTR made imporvements, and the question was why now?
 
More bullets from Blue Trail? 
By George Moore
 
The discovery of rifle bullets lodged in the sides of homes in Durham has prompted fresh concern about Blue Trail rifle range in Wallingford.
  

Two weeks ago, Durham resident Pat DiNatale, who lives near the rifle range, found two bullets embedded in his home and evidence that a third hit his garage.

"Everybody is afraid of getting killed," he said. "If you could see the way these bullets are lodged in solid wood, it would easily penetrate someone's skull or body."

DiNatale said a neighbor found rifle bullets about two weeks ago. DiNatale and local public officials suspect the bullets came from the nearby Blue Trail Range on North Branford Road in Wallingford.

"Clearly, over the years there have been enough instances that would lead you to believe that they're coming from there," said Durham First Selectwoman Laura Francis.

Blue Trail did not return a call seeking comment Thursday afternoon.

Eight years ago, State Police concluded that a bullet that struck a home on Durham's Etzel Drive "more likely than not" came from Blue Trail. Police also found evidence in 1997 that bullets striking Durham homes were from the range.

A few years ago, the range appeared to take steps to reduce stray bullets, Francis said. It installed wooden baffling to restrict the angle of fire and built earthen berms to block bullets. The measures seemed to resolve the matter temporarily, but reports of stray bullets have re-emerged.

State Rep. Raymond Kalinowski, R-Durham, said he may propose legislation to ensure safety standards at Blue Trail. Kalinowski, a member of the legislature's public safety committee, was first selectman at the time of the Etzel Drive incident.

"If we can't figure out some way to prevent this in the near future real quick," he said, "I will introduce legislation in the next session that would remedy this unfortunate situation."

Kalinowski said there are no state laws regulating private shooting ranges. He anticipates that the National Rifle Association would try to fight such legislation by framing it as a gun-control issue. While he is an NRA supporter, Kalinowski said the rifle range presents a public safety risk.

Francis said possible legislation could include construction standards for ranges and increased control over the types of weapons allowed.

Francis said it is important that Durham and Wallingford work together to address the problem. Wallingford police have agreed to dispatch a squad car to the range if someone living near the range reports a recent bullet strike.

The hope is that the Wallingford police would be able to find the person who fired the shot, perhaps someone using a high-powered rifle. But Police Chief Douglas Dortenzio said "every possible variable" would have to favor the discovery of a criminal action at the range.

"There's clearly an understanding among all of us that there is a very difficult threshold to make a criminal case against someone," he said.

But Francis said matching a shooter with bullets that strike a building would be the proof that is needed.

"We're not looking to get any of the shooters in trouble," she said. "We're just looking to prove that it is coming from there." http://www.myrecordjournal.com/site/index.cfm?newsid=19654558&BRD=2755&PAG=461&dept_id=592754&rfi=8
 
State police investigating bullets in Durham 
George Moore, Record-Journ
 
DURHAM - State police are investigating three instances of bullets found near homes that occurred within the last six months.
  

While many residents and local officials suspect the bullets came from the nearby Blue Trail Range, there is currently no evidence linking the bullets to the rifle range, said Lt. Clanford Pierce, commanding officer of state police Troop F.

State police plan to visit all the shooting ranges in the area to determine whether any of them could have been possible sources for the bullets, Pierce said.

State police also plan to investigate whether bullets from Blue Trail are entering a state park, he said.
*****
A group of residents will meet at the Durham town hall tonight at 7 p.m. 05/01 after some residents found bullets lodged in their homes.
 
 
